THE 5 BIGGEST ESTATE PLANNING MISTAKES

MISTAKE 3§

Your Estate
Tearing Your
Family Apart

Without clear planning,
your estate can create
tension, disagreements
and long-lasting rifts
between the people

you care about most.
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How Families
Can End Up
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Even close families can fall into disagreement
after a loved one passes away, especially
when there is no clear plan in place.

COMMON CAUSES OF FAMILY CONFLICT

UNCLEAR WISHES

When your intentions are not
documented, family members
may have different interpretations
of what you wanted.

DISPUTES OVER ASSETS
Property, investments and personal
items can lead to disagreements,
especially if expectations are
different.

NO UP-TO-DATE WILL

An outdated or missing will can
cause confusion and legal challenges,
delaying the distribution of your
estate.

EMOTIONAL TENSION
Grief can make it harder for
families to communicate, and
small issues can quickly become
bigger conflicts.
KEY POINT
A clear and well-structured estate plan
helps prevent misunderstandings, keeps
your family united and ensures your

wishes are respected.
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The Real
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thn there is no clear plan, the people
you care about most can be left dealing
with unnecessary stress, conflict and
unmrtdmty at an already difficult tim{,
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can create lasting divisions between
family members.

LEGAL DISPUTES

Unclear wishes can lead to costly
and time-consuming legal battles
that drain both finances and
family relationships.

DELAYED INHERITANCE
Without clear instructions, the
distribution of assets can be delayed
for months or even years.

EMOTIONAL STRESS
Families may struggle with additional
grief, frustration and uncertainty
during an already difficult period.

HIGHER COSTS

Disputes and a lack of planning can
result in higher legal and tax costs,
reducing the value of what you
leave behind.
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KEY TAKEAWAY

A clear estate plan not only protects
your assets but also helps keep your
family united, reduces stress and ensures

your legacy brings people together.
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How to Prevent
ramuy Contict
L';Nh-ile ;)u;c_unnot eliminate all risk, there
are practical steps you can take to reduce

the chances of conflict and help ensure
your family remains united.

PRACTICAL STEPS

. MAKE YOUR WISHES CLEAR
Put your intentions in writing so
there is no confusion about how
you want your estate to be handled.

2. TALK OPENLY WITH
YOUR FAMILY
Have honest conversations about
your plans and the reasons behind
your decisions.

3. SEEK PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
An estate planning specialist can
help you design a structure that
reduces the risk of disputes.

4. KEEP DOCUMENTS UPDATED
Review your will and other estate
planning documents regularly,
especially after major life events.

. CONSIDER FAIRNESS

AND FLEXIBILITY

Aim for a plan that is fair, takes
into account the needs of all family
members, and allows for changes
in circumstances.
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KEY TAKEAWAY

Open communication, clear documentation
and professional guidance can significantly
reduce the risk of family conflict and help
ensure your legacy brings your family together.
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Bringing Your
Family Together S

{or a Brighter Futu

A well-planned estate can help protect
your assets, reduce the risk of conflict
and ensure your loved ones remain united
for generations to come.

YOUR NEXT STEPS
: A 1. REVIEW YOUR CURRENT PLAN
Check that vour will and other

documents are up to date and
reflect your current wishes.

HAVE THE CONVERSATION
Talk openly with your spouse
and children about your plans

to avoid misunderstandings

in the future.

. SEEK EXPERT GUIDANCE
Work with an estate planning
specialist to put the right
structures in place for your
situation.

4. PUT PROTECTIONS IN PLACE
Consider options such as trusts
or other planning tools to reduce
the risk of disputes.

. REVIEW REGULARLY ws
Revisit your Flun after major
life events, changes in the law
or shifts in your family’s
circumstances.

FINAL THOUGHT

You cannot always prevent differences

of opinion, but a clear and well-structured
estate plan can go a long way towards
keeping your family united and protecting
your legacy for the future.
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